
CASE STUDY 1 - Finland - Dating 

The ability of watermark research to help date an early printed book will now be 

shown from a study of the first book printed in Finnish. 

The book is Abckiria Michael Agricola Christiano salutem by Agricola (ca. 1510-

1557). The book was printed by Amund Laurentsson in Stockholm. Sweden still holds two 

complete copies and one incomplete (earlier) copy of this rare book. There are also two in 

Helsinki. According to the Finnish National Library the date of their copy is 1543i. 

According to the Uppsala University Library catalogue their copy is to be dated 1549ii. This 

uncertainty about the date has been acknowledged by Laitinen and Schoolfield who wrote 

‘The exact publication date of Agricola’s earliest work, the ABC kiria (ABC book), is 

uncertain; apparently, it lay between 1537 and 1543, and the last of probably three editions 

came out in 1559’iii. 

I have had access to the watermarks in the Helsinki copy and have been able to image 

the watermarks in the Uppsala copy and am duly grateful to the responsible librarians for 

this. 

The same highly distinctive watermark of a sphere with a star was found in both 

copies. Here is the image of the Uppsala copy:- 

 



 

The on-line Bernstein Memory of Paper databaseiv, which records over 220,000 

different watermarks, was searched. Motifs were 'Estrella' (star), 'Orbe' (Orb), Sphere and 

Kugel. The most significant result was that there are no recorded matching watermarks 

before 1550. Likhachev has 15 relevant matches for Sphere (France and Russia) for 1550-

1559v. Briquet has 24 relevant matches for Sphere (23 France, 1 in Vicenza, Italy) for 1550-

1559. He states that there is no doubt that the paper is from the French south-west 

(Angoulême) regionvi. 

The Bernstein datafile has allowed the growing distribution of that watermark to be 

mapped. The first recorded is Bordeaux, 1550. By 1553 it had reached Agen and Zaragossa. 

Later it is recorded in Rostock, reaching into Russia as shown below:- 

 

The full report is in the Endnote ABCkiria datevii. 



It is concluded that there are good grounds for questioning the date 1543 suggested 

for the Helsinki copy of ABCKirja. Thanks to watermark research a date in the 1550s is much 

more likely. 

 

  



 

i Accessed 20th September 2018. 
https://kansalliskirjasto.finna.fi/Record/fennica.634515 

 
ii Accessed 20th  September 2018. 

http://www.alvin-portal.org/alvin/attachment/document/alvin-

record:104738/ATTACHMENT-0030.pdf 

 
iii Laitinen, Kai and Schoolfield, George C., A History of Finland’s Literature. vol 4. 

Histories of Scandinavian Literature. Ed. Schoolfield, George C., tr. Binham, Philip, 

University of Nebraska Press, 1998. p. 35, 36. 

RETURN TO TEXT 

iv http://www.memoryofpaper.eu/BernsteinPortal/appl_start.disp, accessed 15th April 2017. 

RETURN TO TEXT 

v Nikolaĭ Petrovich Likhachev, Likhachev's watermarks :an English-language version, ed. J. 

S. G. Simmons and Bé van Ginneken-Van de Kasteele, (Amsterdam : Paper Publications 

Society 1994). 

RETURN TO TEXT 

vi Charles M. Briquet, Les Filigranes, (Paper Publications Society, 1968), vol. 4, p. 689. 

vii ABCkiria Date 

ABCKirja Watermarks 

                                                



                                                                                                                                                  
This note records an investigation, using watermark research, into the date of the Helsinki 

National Library copy of ABCKirja. According to the National Library catalogue the 

suggested date is 1543. 

See https://kansalliskirjasto.finna.fi/Record/fennica.634515, accessed 15th April 2017.  

 

Abckiria Michael Agricola Christiano salutem, Aapinen. 1543. 

Digitoitu julkaisu 

Agricola, Mikael ; Laurentsson, Amund (kirjapaino, Tukholma, 1543-1575)  

[Amund Laurentsson] [1543]. 

This note concerns the watermarks in two copies of ABCKirja. 

Copy 1, cited above, is held at Kansalliskirjasto - National Biblioteket - National Library of 

Finland. There are two watermarks. 

Copy 2 is held at Uppsala University - 10.233. There is one watermark. 

Images 1 and 2 below are courtesy of National Library of Finland. They were kindly supplied 

by Mika Hakkarainen Special Collection Curator Helsinki. 

 

Investigation method 

The on-line Bernstein Memory of Paper database, which records over 220,000 

different watermarks, was searched. Motifs were 'Estrella' (star), 'Orbe' (Orb), Sphere and 

Kugel. 

See http://www.memoryofpaper.eu/BernsteinPortal/appl_start.disp, accessed 15th April 2017. 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Results 

The most significant result was that there are no recorded matching watermarks before 1550. 

Likhachev has 15 relevant matches for Sphere (France and Russia) for 1550-1559. 

Briquet has 24 relevant matches for Sphere (23 France, 1 in Vicenza, Italy) for 1550-1559. 

Briquet states that there is no doubt that the paper is from the French south-west 

(Angoulême) region. 

See Briquet, C. M, Les Filigranes, Paper Publications Society, 1968. vol. 4, p. 689. 

Argument 

The maps given below plot the matches from the Bernstein Memory of Paper 

searches.  There are no recorded matches before 1550.  The first recorded match is 1550. 

Later recorded matches spread outwards from Bordeaux. 

 

By way of example of that outward spread see the two Zaragossa images from 1553 

below. 

Conclusion 

It is concluded that there are good grounds for questioning the date 1543 suggested 

for the Helsinki copy of ABCKirja.  It is suggested that a date in the 1550s is more likely. 

 

 
 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Image 1 

ABCKirja, aii, Helsinki National Library

 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Image 2 

ABCKirja, aiiij, Helsinki National Library

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                  
Image 3 is courtesy of Uppsala University and was obtained using the Watermark Imaging 

Starter Kit (WISK) in December 2016. 

 

 

 

 

Map showing recorded matches up to and including 1549. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

Map showing recorded matches up to and including 1550. 

 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Map showing recorded matches up to and including 1553. 

 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Map showing recorded matches up to and including 1555. 

 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

Map showing recorded matches up to and including 1557. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

Zaragossa, 1553 DPZ-0633. 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                  

 

Zaragossa, 1553 DPZ-0633 


