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I wish to acknowledge the longstanding encouragement and support of the staff at the 

Lindley Library of the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) where Dr Brent Elliott and Ms. 

Debbie Lane recommended that a worthy subject for watermark research was the RHS copy 

of The grete herbal, Southwarke, 1526 by Peter Treverisi. Not only did they enable me to 

carry out a thorough study of the book using specialist equipment but they also supported a 

later successful application to The Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art. That 

generous grant allowed other copies elsewhere in UK and in the USA to be imaged and 

assessed. 

The grete herbal is a folio bound in sixes. This means that the book is made up of 

gatherings of three folio sheets each of which is folded and arranged as shown below:- 

 
 

Typically the watermark in a folio was placed in the centre of the right side of the 

sheet, as shown above. The printer might so place the paper that the watermark was on the 

right or on the left. Nevertheless there should be three watermarks on the six leaves (12 

pages) of every gathering. There are two notable exceptions in the RHS copy. 

The first exception is at gathering L. Both L1 and L6 have watermarks. 

The second exception is at gathering N. Neither N2 nor N5 have watermarks. 



The RHS Report of 7 March 2003 comments that it would seem that L6 and N2 are 

complete replacements. 

Here are images of the watermarks at L1 and L6 of the RHS copy:- 

 

RHS L1 

 

RHS L6 



 

Whereas watermark in L1 is mounted between chain lines L6 is mounted on a chain 

line. The watermark in L6 is surmounted by a clear trefoil and there is a short horizontal line 

on the shaft of the Gothic P. 

Here are images of the watermarks at L1 / L6 of copies at the Harry Ransom Center, 

Texas (HRC), the Natural History Museum, London (NHM) and at The Huntington Library, 

Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, California (HTN). 

                   

HRC L6                                 NHM L6                                HTN L1 

A search of the Bernstein Memory of Paper on-line datafile for Letter ‘P’ for the year 

1526 alone gives 100 matches. There is a close match for RHS L6 in a 1526 Blankenburg 

letter currently held in the Stadtarchiv, Cologneii. 



 

There are clear similarities between RHS L1 and HRC L6. It might be that the RHS 

paper is older than the HRC paper judging by the apparently damaged state of the HRC wires 

of the watermark - if both sheets are from the same mould. 

Thanks to watermark research there is now a clearer picture of the composition and 

history of the RHS copy. 

 
  



 

i Peter Treveris, The grete herball whiche geueth parfyt knowlege and vnderstandyng of all 

maner of herbes [and] there gracyous vertues whiche god hath ordeyned for our prosperous 

welfare and helth, for they hele [and] cure all maner of dyseases and sekenesses that fall or 

mysfortune to all maner of creatoures of god created, practysed by many expert and wyse 

maysters, as Auicenna [and] other. [et]c. Also it geueth full parfyte vnderstandynge of the 

booke lately prentyd by me (Peter treueris) named the noble experiens of the vertuous 

handwarke of surgery, (Imprint [Imprentyd at London in Southwarke : By me Peter Treueris, 

dwellynge in the sygne of the wodows, In the yere of our lorde god. M.D.xxvi. the xxvii. day 

of Iuly [1526]] Southwarke, 1526). 
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ii See https://www.wasserzeichen-online.de/wzis/detailansicht.php?id=29899 accessed 7th 

October 2018. 

 

RETURN TO TEXT 

                                                


